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Singapore Loves Its Otters, but the
Otters Keep Eatmg Pet Fish_

Ravi is feeding his koi fish at his
backyard pond after school.

Wait. Half
my fish are
gone!

inner time, |
Goldie!

Ravi, | spotted
otters by your fence
this morning.

Otters?! Like the
famous Marina
Bay ones? f

Those are the ones. How can my favourite It’s tricky. Do you
They've been entering ; animal just come and know how the otters
\_homes around here. - D eat my pets? /N got here?
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7 | watch otter videos

every day. They are
so cute though! 4 —
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Ravi and Uncle Seng walked to the
park connector near their estate.
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Once waterways were restored,
otters returned to Singapore naturally. In 1977, the

government launched
a campaign to clean up }
~\ the Singapore River. /

VThey came back
all by themselves?
\_ That's amazing!

It gets better. Their
numbers more than
_doubled after that.

The population grew |
from about 80 in 2017 )
. to 170 by 2021.

: My teacher said ‘
otters have zero natural
predators here! :




My classmate q Otters have been
in Lentor said her | | spreading into areas

family also lost like Lentor and
their koi! N\ Mayflower.

It's not just us
then. Is everyone
dealing with
this?

Exactly. Having Elenty

of fish in our parks and
canals helped to drive the
population growth too.

In 2024 and 2025,
NParks received over
600 otter reports
each year.

be 'p'opping up
everywhere!

Sterili-what? ‘

NParks now runs daily :
What does that

patrols and is studying
sterilisation.

It slows population growth.
They are also considering
translocation.

7~ Moving the otters
somewhere else? That }
. \_ sounds really hard. /4

Translocation: moving animals to a
different area to reduce overcrowding.

Sterilisation: a medical procedure that |,
prevents animals from having babies.
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That’s why NParks works
with the Otter Working
Group to keep both people
and otters safe.

| don't want the
otters to get hurt.
\ | still love them!

Hold on. You are
a community otter
watcher, Uncle

We help monitor
otters and share
information with
NParks.

NParks also advises'\

sealing fence gaps
and covering ponds
with netting.
T . -i"

Like otter-
proofing our )

i Singapore wants to be a
City in Nature with wildlife

Sharing space with wildlife means
balancing admiration with responsibility.

D living alongside us.
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City in Nature: Singapore’s planif-or people |
and wildlife to live closely together.

¥ Think!
What should we do if we see an otter in the wild?

Operation Protect Goldie
\ starts now. Netting up! z
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= Good plan. The otters

will just have to find
wild fish instead.




Finally! Cold green - | |/ Hold on. This costs v
tea after a long o e 10 cents more than | A
-\ school day. o Iastweek!
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7 That extra 10 cents
| is a deposit, Rafi. You }
) _cangetitback! AL

/ Get it back? A refund \| I Return the empty canto N/~ A machine that p33§
foradrink | already J| | a special machine. You

finished? me for rubbish? Now
inished? ' /

get 10 cents back!
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Singapore’s household recycling | _—
rate is at a record low. Yes, we do

1 but our recycling
\ rateisonly 11%.

Recyclables from blue bins are often
shipped overseas for processing.

Only 11%?! My

teacher said we
have blue bins

everywhere!

Even when people try That is why the
to recycle, the wrong Beverage Container Return
stuff ruins it? Scheme just launched.

/ People put
contaminated
or wrong items in,

s0 40% cannot
be recycled. _

Contamination:
When wrong or dirty
materials get mixed

in with recyclables.

Beverage Container Return
Scheme: A programme ‘
that refunds deposits for
returned drink containers.




Where do | return them? '} { Reverse vending machines!
| am not lugging cans ) o ~ There will be about 1,000
around allday. £ s/ A = return points across

: i ) ¢ / Singapore by April _

i
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Reverse vending machine:
A machine that accepts emp
containers and gives a refund.

90% of HDB residents will be within =2
a five-minute walk of one.

Germany returns "\
{ 98% of containers and

==\ Norway gets 92%
A back!

Our void deck
could have one!
Maybe even the
hawker centre!

That will depend
on all of us, Rafi.

98%? That's
amazing! Would
71 Singapore be able
to achieve these levels
of recycling too?
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@ Think
If every student in your school returns just one can a day, how many cans will that be in a year?




%= Living Alone but Not Lonely: O
5355 How Singapore Helps Its Seniors Stay Connected

Jun Wei is visiting his grandmother Mrs Tan at her HDB flat. |

Ah Ma! | brought /= )\
pineapple tarts! R §

/
N

Uncle Goh?
He used to bring

me toys when |
SRy was youngeV

Thank you! Help me
bring some to Uncle
Goh next door.

Yes, Uncle Goh lives
alone now. | check on
him every morning.

That is nice of you!
My teacher said
many seniors live
by themselves now.

7" Your teacher is right. There are so many ) e i
Many of my neighbours doors on this floor! IO UNETE 1oty Qi
here live alone too. How many of your 10 of us in total.
> neighbours live by

= themselves?
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/- The number of people
living alone in Singapore
has more than doubled
since 2003.

Doubled?

N

About 3 in 4 people
living alone are seniors
aged 55 and above. >

If three quarters il About 76,000
are seniors, how / T S P PN seniors aged 65
many people is - T ;

that actually?

It could reach
122,000 by

The number of seniors grew from 58,000
in 2018 to 76,000 in 2023.

2023: 76,000

/

2018: 58,000

It went up
that fast! Will it
keep growing?




/122,000 lonely
seniors! We need to
rescue every single
one of them!

Hold on! Living\ /" It does not?
alone does not | would go mad

always mean without someone
being lonely. to talk to!

That is why Singapore
now has over 214 Active
Ageing Centres.

They offer befriending
services and even computer-
powered phone calls
to check in!

Robots calling \
grandparents?

That sounds like
a science fiction

214! My friend's
[ grandmother goes
to one of those
every single day!

Active Ageing Centres: Community | | Befriending services: Programmes
spaces offering free activities and where volunteers visit or call
health support for seniors. someone regularly for company.

Wait, Ah Ma. Do you Sometimes, yes. '\
ever feel lonely living Thatiswhy Istay |}
here by yourself? « AN\ \ busyand keep visiting /
b = = neighbours.




Groups like Presbyterian Community
Services are changing the way these
senior spaces look and feel.

Changing them
into what?

1 actually want to go
VI \ to these centres?

Not always. Some
centres used to feel
too clinical, like a
doctor’s office.

From redesigned centres to simple visits
next door, every effort counts.

Welcoming community
hubs that seniors actually
enjoy visiting!

Keeping seniors
connected takes effort from
the whole community.

Like a cool
hangout spot
instead of a boring }
waiting room!

[

Community hubs: Friendly

shared spaces where people

of all ages can meet and
spend time together.

| will come and visit || /Lovely, you're \
you and Uncle Goh ' welcome here
\. more often!] _Z= anytime! /£

‘@- Did you know?
Singapore went from an ageing society to a super-aged society in just 27 years,
faster than Japan, China, Germany, or the United States!



How Self-Driving Shuttles Are
Coming to Punggol’s Roads e

Ethan and his mum are walking home from Punggol MRT. B
W _
—— [ 1 i ‘
= Are we seriously | |

walking all the way D ecmm—
’, home in this heat? | .l_ﬁm
Itis only a My legs are Mum, what is that purple —
ten-minute SO tired | car? Nobody is driving it!

walk, Ethan. cannot walk | | ‘ .

~S— another

There is no steering

wheel, no driver. How
does it know when to
to brake or turn?

That is a self-driving shuttle!
Grab and WeRide are testing
it right here in Punggol! A
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It has cameras,
LiDAR and radar that
help it detect every-
thing around it.

Cmera
Radar

LIDAR: A sensor that uses laser beams to measure distances and map surroundings.

It can see things, sure.
Who tells it what to
do, though?

The computer program decides when to brake, steer and stop on its own.

The computer program

SENSE ACT

PROCESS @—} shuttle stops
LLLLl
@—} shuttle turns

.’ # =P shuttle waits

controls the shuttle,
processing everything
in real time.

That is a lot to keep
track of. Can it even

o A

my head to check A
behind me.
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Its sensors give What about when it ]:’:'.:" The sensors can
it 360-degree rains? I canbarely J§ | detect objects

see behind itself? visionup 10 200 | | see in a downpour. £ even in the rain.
When | ride my bicycle, metres away! B =
| always have to turn / T T,

i
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Human eyes

Shuttle sensors




Punggol is one of Singapore's newest towns and parts
of the public transport infrastructure are still being built.

I | o _E
Alright, the sensors are —
ﬁ ﬁ = - impressive. Why are they | 5 A =
j | E 11 [\testing it in Punggol, though? m e |
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Some homes here are Like ours! That is The shuttles help close the
far from the nearest exactly why we are “first-and-last-mile” gap.
bus stop or MRT. sweating right now!
oofm g_éil Q
Tesjagtl o nom T c e e
ool 0 " Punggol
Home MRT

First-and-last-mile gap: The short but hard-to-reach distance
between homes and the nearest MRT station or bus stop.

They completed over | | The shuttles passed Singapore's strict safety assessment.

10,000 kilometres of
testing without a

| love this idea. Is it
actually safe with
no driver, though?

10,000 kilometresis a A trained Safety

single incident. lot. What if something Operator rides on
goes wrong mid-ride, board, ready to take

though? over at any moment.




If.cars dri\{e themselves,
will bus drivers lose their

PUNGGOL

'.I % = ==y f
S \
="
L | gt '
| g s 1| = i Il

Singapore does not Y7
have enough bus
drivers right now,

actually.

Not enough drivers?
That uncle driving the
bus looked like he has
been doing it for
decades.
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Many drivers are getting The shuttles This is the first of three shuttle routes
older and fewer young could help with | | planned for Punggol.
people want the job. that, right?

/

They also
bring new jobs
with them too, like
trained Safety

Operators.

The first Punggol route could
start carrying passengers
within months!

Finally! No more Y
long, sweaty walks /
home! .-

@ Think!

Would you feel safe riding in a shuttle with no driver? Why or why not?



